
December 2, 2022 
Dear Parents, 

 This week, the students were busy getting ready for and beginning our exciting Holiday 
Traditions from Around the World unit.  On Monday, the students colored the items in their 
suitcases and put their names on the “luggage tags”.  On Tuesday, the students glued their 
pictures in their passports, wrote their names on their boarding passes for the plane, and wrote 
their names on their travel journals.  On Wednesday we took our first flight on “Happy Holidays 
Airlines” and we traveled to Italy!  The students learned that “Buon Natale” means Merry 
Christmas in Italian, and La Befana puts presents in stockings on January 6th in Italy.  On 
Thursday, the students traveled to Mexico and learned that “Feliz Navidad” means Merry 
Christmas in Spanish, the 3 Kings bring the children presents on January 6th, and they have a 
parade called Las Posadas and decorate with piñatas and poinsettias for the holidays.  Today, 
our class traveled to England, and they learned that Father Christmas leaves presents in 
stockings or pillowcases.  They also have traditions of sending holiday cards to friends, 
opening Christmas crackers, and wearing paper crowns at Christmas Dinner.   
 
 In the Block Design Center, the students are using blocks to create a variety of the 
landmarks we are seeing on our travels, including the Colosseum in Italy, Chichen Itzu in 
Mexico, and Big Ben in France.   In the Dramatic Play Center, the students are putting candles 
in the Menorah for Hanukkah and in the Kinara for Kwanzaa, and decorating a holiday tree 
with ornaments.  In the Word Work and Writing Centers, students are sounding out and writing 
CVC words.   In the Discovery Center, students are sounding out CVC words, writing them in 
the snow, and reading their words to a partner.  In the Art Center, students are creating a 
special project for each country that we are visiting during our “Holidays Around the World” 
unit. 
 
 During December, we will be “flying” to Italy, Mexico, England, France, Germany, Israel, 
South Africa, India, USA, Australia, Myanmar, and Brazil to learn about the holiday traditions 
that are celebrated in each country.  This unit will incorporate Math, Reading, Writing, and 
Social Studies based on the traditions the students learn about in each new country.  If you 
have any family traditions that you would like to share with our class this month, please let me 
know and we will incorporate your traditions into our travels and lessons.  

 

As the weather begins to turn colder, please make sure your child is dressed for the 
temperatures (winter coat, hat, scarf, gloves, boots, snow pants, etc).  Our students go outside 
for recess every day, and they will need boots and snow pants to play outside when we have 
snow on the ground.  Also, please remember to send a pair of PE shoes in your child’s 
backpack if you did not send a pair to shoes to keep at school at the beginning of the school 
year.  Thank you! 
 

 Please return your child’s signed report card envelope to school next week.  The paper 
copy of the report card is yours to keep at home.  Thank you! 

 
***Reminders*** 

December 22 – Class Holiday Party – 2:15pm 
December 23 – January 6 – Winter Break 

 
Have a wonderful weekend! 

Miss Jen Hottendorf 


